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This update is provided to the BASD
Board of Directors in an effort to
communicate the progress of the
SKILL21 laptop initiative. It is the intent
that these updates will occur on a weekly
basis and will highlight one or more
instances of integration each week.
Please feel free to contact Robin Lutcher,
Director of Information Technologies
(tlutcher@bethsd.org), or Evon Zundel,
SKILL21 Coordinator (ezundel@bethsd.org),
if you have any questions.

BASD has implemented a Reading
intervention program called READ 180.
It addresses individual needs through
adaptive and instructional software, high-
interest literature, and teacher-led
instruction. READ 180 Software provides
intensive, individualized instruction that addresses students' unique reading problems.

In addition to the group instruction that occurs at the beginning and closure of the class, small
groups rotate through various stations: small group direct instruction with the teacher, independent
reading time utilizing the Read 180 paperbacks and audio books, and reading instruction with Read 180
software where students are offered intensive and individualized practice on the computer. Because
students each have their own iBook computers, teachers are able to add a new, fourth station to focus
more in depth on student writing skills.

In Karen Voorhees and David Miller’s Read 180 classrooms at Broughal Middle School, students
created and presented their own fables at this new writing station. Using Inspiration webbing software
on their iBooks, they brainstormed and created the outline to their tale. They outlined their setting,
characters, plot and the lesson or moral of their story. Next, they wrote their story in AppleWorks word
processing software. The students then used a matrix to break down their story into smaller problems
and solution components for their presentation. Afterward, they used their matrix to help them create
their presentation in Keynote software. This writing station activity is an example of how the iBooks
have not only given us additional tools in the classroom, but have also enhanced other important
learning initiatives in our district.

In the Pennsylvania Academic Standards for Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening, this
activity addressed standard 1.5.8 (Quality of Writing - Content and Organization), and 1.6.8 (Using
Multimedia for Learning Purposes). This activity also addressed the PA Academic Standards for
Science and Technology Standards 3.7.8 C (Apply Basic Computer Operations/Concepts) and 3.7.8 D
(Use Computer Software to Solve Problems).




