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This update is provided to the

BASD Board of Directors in an

effort to communicate the progress of
the SKILL 21 laptop initiative. Itis
the intent that these updates will occur
on a weekly basis and will highlight
one or more instances of integration
each week. Please feel free to contact
Robin Lutcher, Director of
Information Technologies
(rlutcher@bethsd.org), or Evon Zundel,
SKILL 21 Coordinator
(ezundel@bethsd.org), If you have any
questions.

BFLEX courses are an important component of the SKILL 21 staff development
initiative for teachers. The staff teaches a number of courses in various applications and
classroom strategies. This year, many BFLEX classes have been offered in iPhoto, iMovie,
iTunes, Garageband, Keynote, United Streaming, and other applications. In the workshops,
teachers have the opportunity to learn the new applications, and they are given the chance to
apply what they have learned by integrating it into a lesson.

One of the BFLEX classes that sparked the interest of the BASD staff from the
Elementary to the High School level was TeacherWeb. This 21% century tool, supplied by
Teacherweb.com, enables teachers to create and manage a classroom web site. Teachers can post
homework, class syllabi, class rules, documents and class calendars. This enhances and
streamlines the communication between the classroom and the home. Teachers are motivated to
continue to develop their web site because they receive positive feedback from parents and
students.

TeacherWeb empowers our teachers because of the ease of use. Many teachers who felt
they couldn’t do a webpage because it was time consuming and complicated can now easily
create their own sites. Teachers no longer need to depend on others to upload their pages, which
made it difficult to keep the web page current. With TeacherWeb, they can update it with a click
of a button.

This powerful tool enables us to meet one of the SKILL 21 goal of increasing
communication with the parents of our students. This web-building service for teachers not only
provides a way of communicating with parents, but also gives teachers a way to efficiently and
effectively share curricular content through approved links. It allows teachers to help students
learn and review topics covered in class. Students may access these links in school on their
laptops or at home on their home computers.




