
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This update is provided to the  
BASD Board of Directors in an  
effort to communicate the progress 
of the S.K.I.L.L. 21 laptop 
initiative.  It is the intent that these 
updates will occur on a weekly 
basis and will highlight one or 
more instances of integration each 
week.  Please feel free to contact 
Robin Lutcher, Director of 
Information Technologies  
(rlutcher@bethsd.org), or Evon 
Zundel, SKILL 21 Coordinator 
(ezundel@bethsd.org), if you have any 
questions.   
 

 
 
Students in Mr. Ron Lewis’ seventh grade academic science class at East Hills Middle 

School recently studied the topic of classifying organisms.  They used the Internet web site 
http://www.fcps.k12.va.us/StratfordLandingES/Ecology/mpages/organism_menu.htm to research 
an organism.  This site provides information about a variety of plants and animals, including 
video and sound clips.  The students completed an “electronic worksheet” in AppleWorks with 
their findings, which included the taxonomy (Phylum, Class, Order, Family, Genus, and Species) 
and three other facts about the organism.  Students had to describe each level of the taxonomy of 
their organism, and include examples of other organisms that shared the classification.  Students 
used the Virtual Share tool to submit their completed document electronically to the teacher, and 
the teacher was able to provide feedback to the students by returning the document through the 
Virtual Share folder.   

 
In the Pennsylvania Academic Standards for Science and Technology, Standard 3.3.7.A 

requires that students describe the similarities and differences that characterize diverse living 
things.  Standard 3.3.10.A requires students to identify and characterize major life forms by 
kingdom, phyla, class and order.  Standard 3.7.7.D requires students to apply intermediate skills 
in word processing, and Standard 3.7.7.E requires students to use computer software to solve 
specific problems and complete online research.  The laptops and the web browser software 
enabled the students to access the online resources they needed to research the organisms for this 
activity. 
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