
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This update is provided to the BASD 
Board of Directors in an effort to communicate 
the progress of the Successful Knowledge 
Integration Learning with Laptops for 21st 
Century Skills initiative.  It is the intent that 
these updates will occur on a weekly basis and 
will highlight one or more instances of 
integration each week.   
Please feel free to contact Robin Lutcher, 
Director of Information Technologies, or Evon 
Zundel, SKILLS 21 Project Coordinator, if you 
have any questions 

 
Students in Mr. Jerry Tate’s 6th grade 

Social Studies class used the laptops with their social studies curriculum.  During the recent 
presidential election students used the laptops to access the Internet for up to date information on 
the candidates’ views, polling statistics, and  media coverage.  Students then shared their 
research with others in the class inviting discussion and analysis of the research.  Each student 
created an election poster outlining their understanding of the electoral process and their position 
on the current election.  

 
The creation of a poster may seem on the surface to be a simplified activity.  A closer 

look at the activity confirms the integration of several content areas.  The PDE Academic 
Standards for Social Studies 5.1.6 addresses the topics of the purpose of government and voting 
rights, 5.2.6 addresses the democratic principles and types of governments, and 5.3.6 addresses 
the branches of government and political parties.  In addition to social studies, the PDE 
Academic Technology Standards were also included in this lesson.  3.6.7 requires that students 
demonstrate the effectiveness of image generating techniques to communicate a story, 3.6.7 
requires students to  use software to create documents involving images and text, and 3.8.7 
requires students to use technology to identify changes in society.   

 
The ISTE National Educational Technology Standards require students to acquire 

information accurately and creatively, evaluate information critically, and access information 
efficiently and effectively.  Using the Internet for research to obtain current information provided 
students with the opportunity to find information effectively and efficiently.  Through class 
discussion the students evaluated the information and determined what was accurate and 
important for their project.   The technology was not the focus of this lesson.  It was one of 
several tools used by the students to collect information, synthesize that information and create a 
visual representation of their learning.  

 
     February 18, 2005                                                                                                                                                       Issue 1 


