What is Project S.K.I.L.L.-217?

Successful Knowledge Integration: Learning
with Laptops is an initiative designed to help
Bethlehem Area School District staff and
students prepare to take full advantage of
modern learning opportunities. Our world
continues to evolve into a global community that
requires strong communication and thinking
skills of its members, often described as 21st
century learning skills.

Over the course of the next several years, the
Bethlehem Area School District intends to focus
on 21st century learning by linking technology,
teaching and learning. We have phased laptops
in both the sixth and seventh grade classrooms
thus far. Teachers will explore ways to develop
critical thinking skills and encourage students to
make their learning more meaningful. By
incorporating the best resources available,
members of the Bethlehem Area School District
community will continually seek ways to enrich
content and build the habits of mind that are the
springboard to lifelong learning.

A solid foundation of learning opportunities,
supported by cutting-edge communication tools,
can help all community members think
inventively and learn to produce the high quality
products that are expected of global citizens.
Every teacher will have the capability to
communicate with parents via a Website,
newsletter, or e-mail. Our goal is to give our
students a competitive edge and desire to
continue to learn as they embark upon their
future careers and become contributing
members of society.

Purpose of Project S.K.I.L.L.

The Bethlehem Area School District has some
of the finest schools in the state: from Hanover
Elementary, which for two years has had the
highest scores in Pennsylvania standards to
Broughal Middle School, with standards scores
as high as good suburban schools. Academic
standards, alone, do not prepare our children
for their future world.

Over the last two decades, business and
education leaders have identified five major
areas that contribute to a new employee’s
success:

Collaboration: the skills to work well with
others.

Communication: the skills to understand from
and to explain to others.

Problem-solving: the ability to identify
problems in complex systems and to help solve
them independently.

Initiative: the expectation and habit of being
ready to undertake something on one’s own

Metacognition: the skill and desire to continue
learning on one’s own.

Why Laptop Computers?

There are also some technology goals to
Project S.K.I.L.L.:

1. To create a state-of-the art, hi-speed
wireless network to support truly portable
technology.

2. To create an efficient, world-class technical
support system.

3. To develop a dynamic learning community of
technologically-savvy faculty.

What the Research Says

The CEO Forum contended that technology
facilitates acquisition of 21st century learning
skills such as inventive thinking, digital
literacy, effective communication, teamwork,
and the ability to create high quality products.

How People Learn: Brain, Mind, Experience, and
School (http://www.nap.edu/html/howpeople1)
described the Internet as an ideal learning
environment that allows people to learn by
doing, receive feedback, refine
understanding, build new knowledge, and to
visualize difficult concepts through modeling
and visualization software.

The Milken Exchange on Education Technology
analyzed five large-scale studies of the use of
technology in education and concluded that
students with access to collaborative
networked technologies showed positive
gains in achievement on research
constructed, standardized, and national tests.

The State of Maine concluded that

with the change at both the national and state
level to an economy and society that focuses
more on knowledge and intellectual ability instead
of brawn and manpower, it is imperative that a
major part of all students’ education focus on
developing 21st century learning skills.




Frequently Asked Questions

Q: We already have acceptable standards scores.
Why do we need to do more?

A: Standards are a good start, but they don’t address
the major needs expressed by business and education
leaders (see panel 3). Project SKILL-21 will use
standards as a starting point and develop 21st century
learning skills in conjunction with standards-based
activities.

Q: Why start with 6th graders? | want my 7th (or 12th)
grader to benefit.

A: Sixth grade is a time when teachers are more
specialized and students begin to learn various
subjects in more depth. Infusing the laptops at this time
fits educationally and developmentally with
adolescents’ growth cycle.

Q: Isn’t this awfully expensive? Can we afford it —
especially in bad economic times?

By leasing computers, the district saves money on
hardware costs. Over time, access to electronic
resources may supplement or replace textbooks and
save money by lengthening the purchase cycle.
Check out Apple’s Financial Services article on the
Bethlehem Area School District at
http://www.apple.com/education/profiles/bethlehem/

Q: Why Apple laptops? | see only Windows computers
in the homes and workplaces | know.

A. BASD’s experience is that Apple computers meet
the educational needs of our students effectively,
economically, and reliably. The one-to-one laptop
component of our 5th grade Academic Academy has
been so successful with Apple iBooks, that we would
like to extend that opportunity to all 6th graders. Apple
is the leader in school laptops and in school wireless
networks, and some of the largest and most successful
laptop implementations in the nation use Apple iBooks.
We would like to offer our students the benefits of
proven programs.

Who Else Is Doing This?

Schools, school districts, even entire states have begin
initiatives similar to Project SKILL. In each case, the
goal is to better prepare students for a lifetime of
learning by equipping them with the skills and tools to
acquire, create, manage, manipulate, and share
information in multiple media.

Henrico County, Virginia
http://www.henrico.k12.va.us/ibook/

State of Maine
http://www.mainelearns.org/

Quaker Valley School District, PA
http://www.qvdsd.org/
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